JUDGE’S CRITERIA GUIDE 
Outstanding Actor In a Lead Role

This category should be judged solely on the merits of the individual performance and the effective use of the craft of acting to portray the character and serve the overall production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Understanding of and commitment to the script

· Embodying the character (including physical and vocal traits where appropriate)
· Giving a performance that is conducive to the production

· Overall effectiveness of the performance

Outstanding Actress In a Lead Role

This category should be judged solely on the merits of the individual performance and the effective use of the craft of acting to portray the character and serve the overall production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Understanding of and commitment to the script

· Embodying the character (including physical and vocal traits where appropriate)
· Giving a performance that is conducive to the production

· Overall effectiveness of the performance

Outstanding Actor In a Featured Role

This category should be judged solely on the merits of the individual performance and the effective use of the craft of acting to portray the character and serve the overall production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Understanding of and commitment to the script

· Embodying the character (including physical and vocal traits where appropriate)
· Giving a performance that is conducive to the production

· Overall effectiveness of the performance
Outstanding Actress In a Featured Role

This category should be judged solely on the merits of the individual performance and the effective use of the craft of acting to portray the character and serve the overall production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Understanding of and commitment to the script

· Embodying the character (including physical and vocal traits where appropriate)
· Giving a performance that is conducive to the production

· Overall effectiveness of the performance

Outstanding Ensemble
This category should be judged on the collective performance of the ensemble and their ability to work in union with one another to serve the overall production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Understanding of and commitment to the script

· Ability to work as a whole to create a mood or tone

· Giving a performance that is conducive to the production

· Overall effectiveness of the performance

Outstanding Solo Performance
This category should be judged solely on the merits of the individual performance. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Understanding of and commitment to the script

· Effective use of story telling
· Giving a performance that is conducive to the production

· Overall effectiveness of the performance

Outstanding Director
This category should be judged on the overall effectiveness of direction and the cohesive vision of the production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Understanding of and commitment to the script

· Conceptual design and style

· Thematic development

· Overall effective execution of direction

Outstanding Choreography/Movement – This category should be judged on effective use of choreography and movement in the production. Scores should be based on the following criteria: 
· Creating tone, mood and style that is conducive to the production as a whole

· Originality of the choreography and/or movement

· Theatricality of the choreography and/or movement

· Choreography that effectively expresses the intent or state of being of the characters and the overall production

· Overall effective use movement and/or dance
Outstanding Lighting Designer
This category should be judged on the effective use of light within the production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Creating tone and mood that is conducive to the other design elements and the production as a whole

· Originality of the lighting design

· Theatricality of the lighting design

· A lighting design that is technically sound

· Overall effective use of light
Outstanding Sound Designer
This category should be judged on the effective use of sound within the production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Creating tone and mood that is conducive to the other design elements and the production as a whole

· Originality of the sound design

· Theatricality of the sound design

· A sound design that is technically sound 

· Overall effective use of sound
Outstanding Costume Designer
This category should be judged on the effective use of costumes within the production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Creating tone and mood that is conducive to the other design elements and the production as a whole

· Originality of the costume design

· Theatricality of the costume design 

· Costumes that are technically sound

· Overall effective and/or appropriate use of costumes
Outstanding Set Designer
This category should be judged on the effective use of physical environment of the production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Creating tone and mood that is conducive to the other design elements and the production as a whole

· Originality of the set design

· Theatricality of the set design

· A set design that is technically sound

· Overall effective use of the physical environment
Outstanding Original Music
This category should be judged on the original music used within the production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Creating tone and mood that is conducive to the production as a whole

· Originality of the music

· Theatricality of the music

· Overall effectiveness of the music
Outstanding Original Full-length Script
This category should be judged solely on the merits of the script. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Originality of the script

· Use of dialogue and/or action

· Character Development and clarity of intent

· Full exploration of themes and execution of concept

· Overall effectiveness of the script

Outstanding Original Short Script
This category should be judged solely on the merits of the script. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· Originality of the script

· Use of dialogue and/or action

· Character Development and clarity of intent

· Full exploration of themes and execution of concept

· Overall effectiveness of the script
Outstanding Production of a Play
This category should be judged on the overall production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· The synthesis and cohesive vision of all production elements including  (design, direction and performance)

· Theatricality of the production

· Overall effectiveness of the production
Outstanding Production of a Musical
This category should be judged on the overall production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· The synthesis and cohesive vision of all production elements including  (design, direction and performance)

· Theatricality of the production

· Effective integration and execution of music

· Effective integration and execution of movement/dance

· Overall effectiveness of the production

Outstanding Performance Art 
This category should be judged on the overall production. Scores should be based on the following criteria:

· The synthesis and cohesive vision of all production elements including  (design, direction and performance)

· Theatricality of the production

· Effective integration and execution of multimedia elements

· Overall effectiveness of the production

* Please note that the point of Performance Art is that it is unprecedented art.  Because of this it is nearly impossible to define. However it is generally agreed that  Performance Art should be relevant to today, employ unique forms of expression and illicit a response from its audience. Please take this into consideration when scoring this category.
